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SUBJECT: PEOPLE'S DAILY ATTACKS "CAPITALIST ROADERS" WITHIN THE PARTY 

1. A HARD-HITTING ARTICLE IN PEOPLE'S DAILY FEBRUARY 6 ELEVATES 
THE CURRENT DEBATE OVER REVISIONISM IN EDUCATIONAL 

AND SCIENTIFIC CIRCLES TO BROADER ATTACK ON THOSE "IN POWER INSIDE 
THE PARTY WHO ADHERE TO THE REVISIONIST LINE OF LIU SHAO-CHI 
AND LIN PIAO." COMING AT TIME WHEN KEY LEADERSHIP DECISIONS 
HAVE BEEN OR ARE BEING MADE AT THE CENTER, THE ARTICLE 
APPEARS TO BE EXPRESSING DISSATISFACTION WITH THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT A NEW LEADERSHIP IN THE POST-CHOU ERA WILL TURN ITS BACK 
ON POLITICAL PRIORITIES AND THE LEGACY OF THE CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION IN A PREOCCUPATION WITH PRODUCTION AND STABILITY. 

2. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT THE STRUGGLE IN THE EDUCATION 

AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FRONTS, WHICH BEGAN IN THE SUMMER 
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OF 1975, IS NOT "SIMPLY A DEBATE OVER THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION", 
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BUT AN ALL-ROUND ATTACK ON THE POST-CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
CHINESE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. IT CLAIMS THAT THERE ARE 
UNREPENDENT CAPITALIST ROADERS WITHIN THE PARTY WHO ARE TRYING 
TO RESTORE THE DECADENT, REVISIONIST SOCIETY THAT EXISTED UNDER 
LIU SHAO-CHI IN THE 17 YEARS PRIOR 

TO THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH CON- 
CILIATORY NOTE OF SORTS IN STATING THAT CAPITALIST ROADERS 
WHO REPENT SINCERLY WILL BE WELCOMED, BUT WARNS THAT IF 
THEY REFUSE TO CHANGE THEIR WAYS, THEY WILL BE "CRUSHED BY THE 
TORRENTS OE THE REVOLUTIONARY 
MASSES." 

3. THE EDUCATION CONTROVERSY SUREACED IN THE MEDIA IN DECEMBER 
AND ALTHOUGH THE LEAD ARTICLE IN JANUARY'S RED FLAG STRUCK 

A STRIDENT NOTE THE CONTROVERSY SEEMED TO HAVE DIED DOWN. 
ARTICLES IN FEBRUARY'S RED FLAG ARE EVEN MORE STRIDENT, 

HOWEVER, AND FOR 

THE FIRST TIME HAVE BEGUN HITTING OUT AT SCIENTISTS, AS WELL 
AS EDUCATORS. THE CURRENT PEOPLE'S DAILY PIECE GROWS OUT 
OF THE FEBRUARY RED FLAG ARTICLES, AND IS THEREFORE NOT AN 
ISLOATED ATTACK, BUT A CAREFULLY PLANNED AND ORCHESTRATED SHOT 
IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE A GROWING CAMPAIGN. 

4. UNTIL SOME LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE MADE, AND WE HAVE 
SOME CLEAR-CUT INDICATIONS ON THE POLICIES THE LEADERSHIP 
PLAN TO PURSUE IN THE POST-CHOU ERA, IT IS EXTREMELY 
DIFEICULT TO PINPOINT, WHAT HAS PROMPTED THS PRESENT ATTACK ON 
CERTAIN ELEMENTS WITHIN THE PARTY. 

HOWEVER, THE EMPHASIS ON PRODUCTION OVER THE LAST PART OE 1975 
COUPLED WITH THE CONTINUING FLOW OF CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
REHABILITEES BEING RESTORED TO HIGH POSITIONS OF POWER, 

CANNOT BE PLEASING TO THOSE WHO ROSE IN THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
AND ARE NOW TRYING TO KEEP BOTH THEIR POLITICAL POSITIONS INTACT 
AND PROTECT SOME OF THE FRUITS OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 

5. WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OE EORMER PRESIDNET NIXON'S VISIT TO THE 
PRC FEBRUARY 21, WE WOULD EXPECT THAT, AT LEAST BY THEN, 

THE LEADERSHIP PICTURE WILL BE SORTED OUT SOMEWHAT AND THAT 
MANY OF THE MISSING PEICES TO THE CURRENT CONTROVERSY PYZZLE 
WILL BEGIN TO EMERGE. 
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